INSPIRATIONS  Katy's Special Kids

by BRETT NICHOLSON
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Baseball is fondly nicknamed America’s favorite pastime, but for
children with special needs, enjoyment of the popular game may
be limited to cheering along in the stands. Yet this year, more
than 100 Katy and west Houston special needs kids were able to
participate in the beloved sport thanks to the unique Challenger
Baseball program, offered through Katy American Little League
(KALL). Challenger Baseball is a special division of Little League
Baseball which formed in 1989 to provide traditional baseball fun
to children with physical or mental disabilities. Since that time,
Challenger Baseball has seen tremendous growth and today serves
more than 22,000 kids.
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Challenger Players Enjoy their Sport
Without the Stress

Challenger players wear the same uniforms, use the same equip-
ment, and enjoy the same baseball thrills as other Little League
participants—but in a low-stress, non-competitive environment
where everyone’s primary concern is simply to have a good time.
“There’s such a relaxed, compassionate, and supportive atmo-
sphere,” says Katy Challenger parent, Sammy Grooms. “Everyone
cheers for everyone,” adds his wife, Maria.

But don’t try telling Challenger players it’s a non-competitive
league. Some of these kids feel that they’re being scouted for the
next Major League draft,” laughs Challenger parent and coach Noe
Martinez. “Of course, others just want to have fun. Either way, they
all develop a friendship and kinship with each other every time
they play.”

There's such a relaxed, compassionate,
and supportive atmosphere

—Sammy Grooms, Challenger Parent.
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The Special Challenges Dedicated to Your Needs

of Challenger Baseball

Fast and Friendly Service
Accept Most Insurances
Your co-pays stay the same anywhere
Texas Medicaid, Aetna, Humana, and More

While Challenger Baseball offers a relaxed environment for
the players and parents, the program also requires dedicated
community support. Katy American Little League provides
the facilities and equipment for Katy Challenger Baseball, but

tremendous local assistance from sponsors, donors, volunteers,

and Challenger Buddies is required to ensure the program’s New L:;:;” ;,:_r Offer
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during the season,” explains Stallcop. “We need lots of local i 5 Exp. 12-31-07

support to help these kids enjoy the game to the fullest.”

Any help is greatly appreciated, but corporate sponsors . d
and service organizations that are willing and able to commit mngsm
an hour each weekend to the program are especially needed. Pharmacy
“There are so many special needs kids out there who need this
kind of program,” explains Smola. “Challenger Baseball doesn't 281'599'7880
have the national presence or visibility that some causes enjoy, Hours- M-F - 9-5:30

but I'd do anything for these kids." 21210 Kingsland Blvd.
(Corner of Kingsland Blvd. & Provincial)

" 'IheBnght Side of Orthodontics

ﬂﬂhodnnhs‘t Dr. David Bright, DDS, MS and his team have been creating beautiful, natural smiles on Katy-area faces
since 1987. There's probably a “Bright smile” in your neighborhood! Call 281.599.1155 for a complimentary consultation,
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% Orthodontics-only practice (We're experts!)

® ‘Treatment for adults and children

# Patient appreciation program that rewards cooperative young patients
4 Video games at each treatment station
# Progressive treatment programs
# Most insurance accepted

David S. Bright, DDS MS
. Board Certified Orthodontist
281.599.1155

21703 Kingsland Blvd.

aty, Texas
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When these kids are at Challenger,
everything that happens on the field is
fun and natural. It's a chance for these
parents to relax and to enjoy their kids
for who they are and not worry about

trying to explain what they're not”

—Meg Smola, KALL Challenger Coordinator

Jenna prepares to knock
one outt of the park

Challenger Buddies
Another unique aspect of Challenger Baseball is the use of vol-
unteer buddies for all participants. Challenger Buddies assist the
players on the field as needed and allow each player to be as inde-
pendent as possible, providing assistance when needed. For many
families, Challenger provides a rare opportunity to forget about
disabilities for a few minutes and focus instead on the simple joy of
kids playing baseball.

“When these kids are at Challenger, everything that happens on
the field is fun and natural,” says KALL Challenger Coordinator
Meg Smola. “It’s a chance for these parents to relax and to enjoy
their kids for who they are and not worry about trying to explain
what they’re not.”

Lucas dashes to first base Edward is proud to play for the Red Sox

Helping Youth Find Their Talent, Vision and Purpose _

Houston ArRea RECOVERING TEENS www.katychallengerbaseball.com

; . ; kat ican.
Licensed Chemical Dependency Counseling ISR

* Provide substance abuse counseling for adolescents i
and young adults =
¢ 12-step support and guidance for families, sons E
and daughters =
Tarry Smith * Individual and greup counseling E

tersmi@houston rr.com

713-304-4589 = 1521 Walnut Bend = Houston, TX 77042
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Baseball Helps Players’ Self

Esteem Soar
Smola became involved with the Katy

Challenger program when it first organized
while she was looking for baseball opportu-

nities for her son. “Before we joined Chal-

lenger, my son would not throw overhand,”

she says. “He was scared of doing it wrong
somehow. Like most of these kids, he’s
harder on himself than anyone else is. But
the first time he came and played Chal-
lenger, he immediately started throwing
overhand and playing with confidence. It
was amazing to see.”

Wrynne Stallcop, President of Katy
American Little League, sees Challenger
as an integral part of KALL's charter to the
community. “Growing up, baseball was
always my out,” Stallcop explains. “I hope
we can provide all our players a place to
get away. Somewhere in the sun, the field,
the ball, and friends having fun—the great
escape. These kids, and all kids, need that.”

www.Fredastairehouston.com

When talking to Challenger parents,
coaches, and players, it’s easy to see why so
many people are willing to work so hard
to make the program succeed. “Just look at
the faces of these kids as they come up to
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bat, hit a ball, and slide into home plate,”
explains Martinez. “Those smiles alone
make the program worthwhile to me.”

Brett Nicholson lives in Katy and is the father of five
children.
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We're taking the latest technologies and unmatched
surgical experience to a whole new place - Katy.

Mann Eye Institute and Laser Center is pleased to announce
the opening of our latest laser center right here in Katy.

Gain freedom from your glasses or contacts with Blade-Free LASIK
with the ALLEGRETTO WAVE laser.

Call to schedule your FREE screening in Katy today!

Mann/g)e Institute

and Laser Center

0 PAYMENTS, 50 DOWN, MONTHLY PAYMENTS
0% INTEREST 0% INTEREST AS LOW AS 540 1800 MY VISION

FOR 12 MONTHS FOR 24 MONTHS PER MONTH

www.manneye.com



