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proud to be a 
Marlin
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step of the way
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“Take me out to the ball game. Take me out to the crowd.” The 
iconic theme song for America’s favorite pastime also mirrors a way 
of life for Katy’s own baseball star Cliff Archibald, who throws out 
winning pitches for the Pittsburgh Pirates. As he goes to bat for the 
minor league team, starting on his second professional season, he 
keeps his dream of one day playing in the majors in sight. “That 
could take anywhere from one year to forever,” Archibald says. “But 
I give it my all every day, so that I will be in the majors soon.” 

Archibald has loved baseball ever since he first picked up a ball 
when he was 4. He played all through school, making the playoffs 
during his time at Taylor High School. During his time on the 
Mustang baseball team, he also played through a back-to-back, no-
hitter game.

Road to the Pros
Archibald began his baseball career playing on many Little League 
teams in the Katy area, later taking the field for the THS Mustangs. 
He continued his ascent in the baseball world by playing for 
McClennan Community College in Waco. While in Waco, he 
learned a lot about himself as a player that still sticks with him 
today. Prior to attending community college, he had almost quit 
the sport, initially wanting to play for Baylor University. When 
they red-shirted him, he turned down the offer, thinking that his 
baseball career was over. 

Luckily, Archibald stuck with it and discovered that he was a 
talented pitcher at MCC. After one season of playing for MCC, the 
Pittsburgh Pirates recruited him making him glad that he didn’t 
give up on his dreams. “My best advice to anyone who wants to play 
baseball is to not give up,” he says. “It has a lot of ups and downs, 
but in the end, the ups outweigh the downs.”
 
Finding His Strengths
As a pitcher, Archibald says that staying strong both mentally and 
physically is a key factor. “Pitchers have to be strong and well-
versed in a variety of pitches,” he says. Although he can pitch many 
ways, his favorite pitch is the flighter. He loves the position, because 
it doesn’t just involve talent, but also the ability to 
read people. “It’s fun to fool 
people in the game,” he says. 
 
His schedule varies 
depending if it is in-season 
or off-season. During the 
off-season, his day begins 
at 8 a.m. with eating a 
well-balanced breakfast 
and then an extensive 
two-hour workout. 
In the afternoon, he 
practices pitching. 
When Archibald is in 
season, his day begins 
earlier at 6 a.m. and 
he is at the field by 
8 a.m. He alternates 
between workouts and 
extensive pitching 
sessions. “Eating the 
right things is a very 
important part of the 
training,” he explains. 
He also studies other 
pitchers and learns 
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“My best advice to anyone who 
wants to play baseball is to not 
give up. It has a lot of ups and 
downs, but in the end, the ups 

outweigh the downs.”

- Cliff Archibald



from their careers. Pitcher Josh Beckett is someone that Archibald has always 
respected and would like to model his career after. 
 
A Love for the Game
Archibald loves baseball. It’s more than his career; it is a hobby and a passion. 
“I can always be better,” he shares. “I can always one-up myself, which makes 
it a fun challenge.” He is appreciative of the support of his family and his 
hometown of Katy. “Cliff has put a lot of time and work into baseball and it 
has paid off with the opportunity of a lifetime,” says his mother Dee Archibald 
of Katy. “I am so proud of him for having the courage to pursue his dream.” 

As a 2009 graduate of THS, he says that the experience on the team greatly 
contributed to the player he is today. “This is definitely the career for me,” 
he adds. “I love baseball. It’s always a challenge, but in a good way.” Katyites 
will have plenty to cheer for as they proudly watch Archibald’s career take off 
down a road that will surely lead to the major leagues. KM

NATALIE COOK CLARK enjoys freelance writing and learning more about her hometown of Katy.
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Look for Katy Magazine at these fine area establishments: 

Where to Find Katy Magazine

Sit back, relax and enjoy 
a cup of coffee with 
your Katy Magazine. 

Atami Steak and Sushi
549 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, TX 77450

BBVA Compass Bank
333 S. Fry Rd.
Katy, TX 77450

Best Buy
5660 W. Grand Pkwy. 
Richmond, TX 77406

Brookshire Brothers
5249 Franz Rd. 
Katy, TX 77493

Camping World RV  
SuperCenter
27905 Katy Fwy. 
Katy, TX 77494

Choice ER
1560 S. Mason Rd., 
Ste E
Katy, TX 77450

Christus 
St. Catherine Hospital
777 S. Fry Rd.
Katy, TX 77450

Cinco Ranch Pediatrics
3030 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450

City of Katy
910 Ave. C
Katy, TX 77493

Comfort Inn & Suites
22025 Katy Fwy.
Katy, TX 77450

Denny’s at Katy Mills
2405 Texmati Dr.
Katy, TX 77494

Hampton Inn & Suites
22055 Katy Fwy.
Katy, TX 77450

Holiday Inn Express 
Hotel & Suites
21010 Katy Fwy.
Katy, TX 77449

Katy Family YMCA
22807 Westheimer 
Pkwy.
Katy, TX 77494

Katy Mills Mall
5000 Katy Mills Circle
Katy, TX 77494

La Quinta
22455 Katy Fwy.
Katy, TX 77450

Memorial Hermann  
Katy Hospital
23900 Katy Fwy.
Katy, TX 77494

Pigtails & Crewcuts
27905 Katy Fwy.
Katy, TX 77450

Pump It Up
923 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450

Snappy’s Cafe & Grill
5803 Highway Blvd.
Katy, TX 77494

Texas Borders 
Restaurant
20940 Katy Fwy.
Ste. H
Katy, TX 77449

The Bagel Cafe
631 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450

Vida Loca Mexican    
Bar & Grill
21810 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, TX 77450

Walgreens
1710 N. Fry Rd.
Houston, TX 77084

Walgreens
6802 S. Fry Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

Walgreens
3120 N. Fry Rd.
Katy, TX 77449

Walgreens
5161 Franz Rd.
Katy, TX 77493

Starbucks
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 
Katy, TX 77494

Starbucks
1998 Katy Mills Blvd. 
Katy, TX 77494 

Starbucks
22020 Westheimer Pkwy. 
Katy, TX 77450

Starbucks
19901 Kingsland Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77094

Starbucks
19914 Park Row 
Katy, TX 77449

Starbucks 
547 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450
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