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Festival Origins

The Outdoor Learning Center stands as 35 acres of land kept in

its natural state for the sake of teaching young students lessons in
science and social studies, usually during school field trips. In 1985,
Kenneth D. Welch decided to extend the lessons to do something
special for the Texas Centennial, by creating an entire day reserved
for pioneer experiences brought to the modern world, a moment
in time captured in one place. Ray Wolman now runs the center
and the festival, which has a low entrance fee of $1 per person.

In the beginning, Wolman and Welch threw everything together
themselves, a somewhat overwhelming feat. Over time, the festival

To advertise,

. : 1

LN
fes dres 3
dis-on. activities for

kids

Written by Krista Kesseler

has turned into a fascinating learning experience, where people offer
constructive criticism and help it to grow and improve each year.

Gearing up for Fun

Preparations for the festival start way back in August, when Wolman
and a few others go out to the corn field and spend a day single-
handedly picking two truckloads. “It is the only time you can get the
corn,” he says. From here, he goes down a to-do list for each month
to efficiently gather up the necessities in a timely manner. More
hands-on and with more volunteers than ever before, the festival has
become well known as news of the event spreads over the internet to
thousands of people at the click of a button. “Now, people will even
contact me first to remind me about something,” says Wolman. “It’s
that much of a team effort”

As far as new ideas, the festival expands every year. Sometimes

a new group appears or a talented individual with an interesting
craft wants to join in. Christine Sanchez, who teaches clay molding
and calligraphy, says, “I volunteered three years ago and was so
impressed that I insisted on being a part of it for years to come. The
people know what they’re talking about, so you really learn.” At
times, a Native American group will show children native dances or
a band of dulcimer players will teach others how to play. The most
recent addition to the festival is homemade ice cream.

Volunteers consist of several of teachers, specifically art and history,

and groups that volunteered over the years to help, such as the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, the Texas Wildlife
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Foot Pain?

S[}ECializing In P 20 years of experience
P Personalized care
* Foot pain P State-oi-the-art technolog)
* Heel pain
* Bunions
* Ingrown toenails 2 oy
* Diabetic foot care —
* Children, adults, seniors

James M. Jacobs, DPM

Board Certified by American Board of Podiatric Surgery

Nicolas Manriquez, DPM

four Total Foot Care Specialist
1331 W. Grand Parkway N. 2140, Katy, TX 77493

281.395.FEET (3338)

www.KatyFootCare.com Hablamos Espafiol
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DENTAL

General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Free Exam For New Patients Offering the latest
« Digital X-Ray Advances and
» Teeth Whitening State-of-the-Art

* Invisalign Technology
* Porcelain Yeneers

* Root Canals, Crowns & Bridges (ol
* Fllings and Extraction |
* Dentures [/ Partials

Garond Moasy

Wantoank Tolway

We are committed to provide =

top quality dental care T
far our patients -  Wakmo

Pl B,

éﬁ an Phan DDS“ | - HOURS: M-F: 10 am - & pm
L Sat: 10 am - Spm  Sun: Appt Only

281.232.1421 + Fax: 281-232-1425 * www.magicdentalonline.com e
Medicald, Chip, Mast Innrances

i & Credit Cards Accepied.
5530 West Grand Pkwy S, Suite 100 s bt i e

Conveniently located by the Grand Parkway Super Wal-Mart in the Shops of Bella Terra Y A e
A e
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FROZEN ROPES TRAINING CENTER
¢ROZEN ROPEs-

InstructionlhasfArrivedlin|Katy!

Private and Group Lessons, Team and
League Clinics, Birthday Parties
and MORE!

+«17,000square feet - open span
+ 10 spacious hitting or pitching tunnels
* firea’s finest equipment in Pro Shop
™+ Virtual pitching machines for batting practice
+ Pro-Mirror Video Analysis — just like the pros!

We have a program for every age
and skill level starting
with 3 years old (Born to Play).

Frozen Ropes In The News
' —— —
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20,000 Park Row (between Fry and Westgreen) Katy, TX 77450
(281) 578-9790 katy@frozenropes.com www.

~2>TODAY'’S VISION
- CiNnco RANCH

Tue ONE To SEe® For: IR _
+ Exams and treatment of eye ‘ e \ f _ _ \ A
diseases -
» Wide selection of frames and \: . Folk Life Festival
sunwear, including Prada,
Gucei, Dior & Fend : Fast Facts
» Specialty contact lens fittings o s Nhen
* CUSlUm blrﬂﬂa'ﬂ and Thnralpmrt:r_‘ ngnmtriat
progressive lenses Optometric Glaucoma Specialist
Nhere
Conveniently located across
from Cinco Ranch Jr. High &
£l | west of La Centerra Shopping
Center. .
Tisnay"s \dmISS|On
o T Most vision and medical
insurance plans accepted.
Mon - Fri 9-6 + Sat 9-5 iands-on Activities

281-347-3937
tvcincoranch.com
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A Child's Reflection provides a pre-school environment where teachers, children, and families from all over
the world come together to share their cultures and gain a sense of international awareness. Lessons learned
and cultural activities shared create a positive environment filled with possibilities for long term friendships.

Established in 1984 Bridge to Kindergarten Program

Full or part-time care 20,000 sq. ft. of playground

Lowest student/teacher ratios Yoga, Spanish, and Music classes Included
Nutritious meals and snacks included Sports, Dance, and Gymnastics Available
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(281)492-1229 « B75 S. Fry Rd » www.achildsreflection.net

Caring for children from over 20 different countries!

To advertise, call 281-579-9840 or email sales@katymagazine.com KATY MAGAZINE ¢ 105



