KATY
EDUCATION

CAMPUS SNAPSHOT o
MORTON RANCH HIGH SCHOOL

ecently, the halls of Morton Ranch High School, Katy in 1896. They established the Morton Family Ranch, for which the
located at 21000 Franz Road, became a sea of purple  school was named. The family developed a strong attachment to Katy, as
and white, the school colors. Teachers and students evidenced by the fact that today, a fifth generation Morton is in line to be
alike were wearing purple tee shirts, all bearing the a Katy ISD graduate.

same logo: “Make yourself have a great day”” That phrase
has been a part of the morning announcements by Principal It took a mere five years for MRHS to grow from 1,200 9th and 10th grade

Joseph Cammarata since its beginning, so it was an appropri- students to this year’s population of 2,900 students attending grades 9

ate way to tell him goodbye and good luck as he leaves for a through 12. Cammarata is understandably proud of the accomplishments

new job as Assistant Superintendent of Schools in Flourney of his students and faculty during that time. “Every single time a kid

(near Dallas). comes to school and does his very best, that’s an accomplishment,” says
Cammarata. That's what you want out of your kids every day. To accom-

Cammarata says “I am a strong believer in the concept that plish that, Morton Ranch teachers stand out in their ability to develop

attitude is everything, so if you are committed to make yourself  relationships with their students. They are exceptional classroom teachers

successful each and every day, you have a better chance of who work very hard, are dedicated, and child centered.”

making that take place”

It’s altogether possible that that philosophy was
shared by Elbert M. Morton and his wife Margaret
when they moved their family from Missouri to
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MRHS has thirty clubs and organizations where a student can
find his or her niche, so it's no wonder the dropout rate is a
low 1.7 percent. State, regional, and national awards have
been secured by students in a wide variety of endeavors.

FFA exhibitors have produced two area champions and six
district champions in 2008-2009, and numerous honors in skills
competitions. The MRHS team in the Academic Decathlon was

a state qualifier in 2008, and received a third place medal in music.
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Cammarata and Grisdale
worked closely for a smooth transition, and share the

view that having a staff of teachers who connect with their students
and love to teach is the key to a successful school. KM

Band and orchestra musicians have advanced to the All Region
Band, All Region Orchestra, and All State Orchestra over the last
several years. Athletes in every sport have received enough honors to

make the student body proud. The cheerleaders have been national
champions, and were part of the HEB Thanksgiving Day Parade in
2006, and the Maverick Belles Dance Team were National Champions
in two categories in 2006.

Maverick Star Newspaper and Amaranthine Yearbook won First
Place in the American Scholastic Press Association competition.
This national award puts MRHS publications in the top 15 percent
of high school yearbooks and newspapers in the US.

Morton Ranch Thespians advanced to Region III contest in 2008 UIL
One Act Play competition, and students received individual awards
at district, Area, and Regional levels. Out of eleven Tommy Tune
nominations in 2007, MRHS boasted the winner in Best Featured
Performer Division, and the winner of the Best Light Design that
same year. There were nine Tommy Tune nominations in 2008,

and they recently learned of two more nominations this year.

Cammarata returned to share graduation honors with his replace-
ment, Mark Grisdale, former principal of Morton Ranch Junior High.
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StL’ts recently attended a career

and education fair at the George R.
Brown Convention Center in Houston

If you would like to see your school in Campus
Snapshot, tell us! Email editor@katymagazine.com.

Infants to 12-year-olds

Serving Katy for
20+ years

‘ Providing before and affer school care
for these KISD elementary schools:
Katy Hutsell King
Wood Creek Wihbot’h

5315 E. 5th St. Katy, Texas 77493
{Just north of 90, and east of Katyland Dr.)

281.391.8750 www.tigerlanddayschool.com
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