Creech Elementary Pink
Divas Stephanie Nady, Tanya
Castro, Kathy Boxleitner, and

Donna Parker

Carly and Annabell
participated in the Creech
Elementary fundraisers
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Fighting Breast Cancer
at Creech Elementary

by Melanie Saxton  Photography by Suzi Issa

Breast cancer touches many lives in Katy, but it has hit the staff and faculty
of Creech Flementary especially hard. Every year, for the last four years,
someone at Creech has been diagnosed with the disease.

Chance and Tristan Duffy Creech teachers Amanda
rode in the Tour de Pink Olson, Esther Schramm, and
in honor of the teachers at Lori Moore
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“In 2004, Penny Ducote, our financial clerk, was diagnosed,”
explains Elena Thrun, principal at Creech. “Patricia Paetow, our
former principal who is now with Katy ISD administration, was
diagnosed in 2005. In 2006, teacher Marylou Iovine was diagnosed.
Finally, Lydia Taboda, a former custodian, was diagnosed in 2007

Pink, Proud, and Proactive

“Having co-workers stricken with breast cancer affected me,”
explains Donna Parker, who founded the Pink Divas at Creech
Elementary. “As a 5th grade math teacher, I wanted to fight back on
behalf of my friends and colleagues.” Not to mention, taking charge
of her own close calls. Parker has undergone several biopsies for
suspicious lumps. “There are four of us at Creech - four Pink Divas
who care deeply;” explains Parker. “Although we haven't had cancer,
we are affected by those struggling with the disease. I knew there
had to be a way to fundraise and put a spotlight on breast cancer at
our campus.”

It's Parker who thought up an October ‘08 fundraiser that inspired
students and teachers, alike. “I found the pinkest plastic cups
around. We involved our student council, had fun-filled, silly,
morning announcements, and challenged students to fill those

cups with coins! The kids responded, time and again!” In addition,
teachers who donated $5 to the cause were given a “Jeans Day” pass.
Altogether, over $1,900 has been raised during the 2008/2009 school
year.

Meet the Pink Divas

Parker is joined by Katherine Boxleitner, Stephanie Nady, and Tanya
Castro. Each Pink Diva is a student council sponsor. “We're like a
family at Creech,” says Boxleitner, a 3rd grade language arts teacher.
“Many of us have worked together since the school opened. Its a
sisterhood. It’s personal. Our mission is to raise awareness within
our campus and community. We all decided to support the Susan G.
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Penny Ducote, financial
clerk at Creech Elementary,
was diagnosed with breast
cancer in 2004

Komen Race for the Cure. Parents, teachers, and students all pledged ~

money for every mile walked or ran”

Stephanie Nady, the third Pink Diva, teaches 4th grade language
arts. “I became a Pink Diva in honor of my co-workers. The

Susan G. Komen race was amazing,” says Nady. “I was so moved,
witnessing 30,000 people all surging in one direction, for one cause,
toward one cure. It was powerful. You couldn’t help but feel you
were a part of something important.”

“We found a second calling,” says Tanya Castro, the fourth Pink Diva
and a 4th grade math teacher. “With enough research and funding,
a cure for breast cancer will be found. So we involved students,
parents and staff. Everyone who walked, ran, and biked for the cure
made a difference” Castro’s mother-in-law and grandmother both
faced breast cancer. “I ran the Komen in celebration of these two
inspiring women and have made lifestyle changes in my family;” says
Castro.

Penny’s Story

“I didn’t have a clue that anything was wrong,” says Penny Ducote,
the first Creech employee to face breast cancer. “I felt the lump just
two days after getting an exam and mammogram in 2004. I thought
I had a clean bill of health. So you can imagine the shock”

Ducote was vigilant about her annual check ups and self-exams. But |
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it wasn’t until after her mammogram (which was done twice due to
an out-of-focus, right-side film) and a jaunt down the stairs of her
home that she discovered the lump. “We’re not sure why it didn’t
show up earlier;” says Ducote. “But all the sudden, there it was”
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COSMETIC & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRY

Offering the latest advances
and state of-the-art technology

* Porcelain Veneers

-':_J'B'cinding_ and Bridges

al Implants

{ b KGTy delly DenhSTS 21703 Kingsland Boulevard

Joey Hall, D.D.S. & David Laing, D.D.S. 281.398.3432 52’3Tnyﬂﬁii‘,’den“STS.COn‘l

Women Specialists of Katy

21700 Kingsland Blvd. Suite 203
281-398-2140 www.wsokaty.com

* Routine Gynecologic Care
» Specializing in Minimally Invasive Surgery
* Laparoscopic Hysterectomy
* Low and High Risk Obstetrics

» Novasure Procedure for Abnormal Bleeding

* Essure (No-Scar) Sterilization

Preconception Care and Counseling
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Bethany Peterson, M.D. Catherine Corovessis, M.D.
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With a Focus on Preventive Medicine,
Sound Principles, and Nutrition

TREATING
GENERATIONS OF
Luke, Sam, and Cameron
LOYAL PATIENTS supported the cause, even if it

did mean wearing some pink

"We believe most pregnancy
complications can and
should be prevented.”

“We consider surgery to be the
last option, not the first.”

“Nutrition and balanced
lifestyle create optimal health.”
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MULTIGENERATIONAL WOMEN’S
HEALTH CENTER
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21376 PROVINCIAL BLVD.

Robert H. Friedman, MD, PA, FCAQG
Obstetrician and Gynecologist
Wellness and Weight Loss

Miriam K. Friedman, PhD

Physician Directed Weight
Remedies Program
Director of Services

Call 281-578-6868 for an appointment
www.RobertFriedmanMD.com
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