PRINCIPAL SPOTLIGHT A Katy Magazine feature highlighting the hard work of Katy ISD principals

WOODCREEK ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL

Ronnie Mosher

Ronnie Mosher, once a troubled teen, now works hard to
invest in students and infuse them with excellence
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Ronnie Mosher wasn't always the advocate for education that he is today.
Labeled a ‘troubled teen" and at risk for being voted most unlikely to succeed,
Mosher met influences in his life that helped him become one of the best

and technologically innovative principals in Katy ISD. He leads WoodCreek
Elementary (WCE) with love, passion, excellence, - and videos.
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The Forgotten Student

Mosher was not a strong student.
Described by his teachers as unmotivated,
lazy, and a poor reader, he felt that many
teachers simply wrote him off. “In short,
by the time I was in high school, the
teachers knew who I was before I showed
up in class;,” adds Mosher.

Later known as rebellious, disobedient,
and at risk of dropping out, Mosher

was escorted oft campus by the police;

a young man who had lost his way. He
says that he thought by his 21st birthday
he would be in jail, or worse.

“Only a few looked past my baggage and
saw me,” recalls Mosher. “What changed
me was how those educators loved me
even though I was not very lovable” It
was one such teacher at Crosby High
School that helped reroute Mosher’s path.

A Turning Point

At the age of 17, Mosher met his match
in a science classroom when Mr. Powers
refused to let Mosher skate by without
doing his schoolwork. “He would tell me
in his thick Texas accent, ‘Boy, you will
think in this classroom’ He really meant
it, too,” Mosher recalls.

Powers was also instrumental in
reuniting Mosher and his father. “My
dad had disappeared from my life years
earlier and we did not have a good
relationship,” he explains.

Others came alongside Mosher and
began to build him up. One evening

he was invited to his girlfriend’s home
where her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Haas,
along with his assistant principal, Mr.
Ellisor, were gathered to speak with him.

“That night, that rebellious boy died
and a new person was born. I made a
decision to follow Jesus and that forever
changed my life,” he says.

After that, Mosher noticed that his life
slowly began to change. He took an
interest in school and dropped some of
the bad habits that had been plaguing
him. At 20 years old, he graduated from
high school and became the first person
in his family to attend college.

Call to Education

Mosher knew that when he felt the tug
to pursue being a teacher and later a
principal, he was “being called” to the
profession. “However, I would be lying if
I didn’t think that these kind educators
didn’t influence my decision to devote
my career to education in public school,”
he admits.

Mosher reflects that the best teachers he
had truly loved him. A lesson he strives
to live out every day at WCE. “I knew
this from their actions. To them, being an
educator was more than a job,” he says.
“It was an opportunity to love others and
impact the world. I pray that I could be
half the educator they were”

Skateboarding to School
One thing that sets Mosher apart from
other Katy ISD principals are his vlogs, or
video blogs. With an inside look at WCE,
his office, even the nurse’s station, these
vlogs are an innovative way to connect
with students and their families. “I feel a
little crazy for putting myself out there on
YouTube, but the vlogs have allowed me to
connect with my community and a larger
audience around the world,” he says.

MORE ABOUT MOSHER

i Huge Star Wars fan

Plays the drums

Took breakdancing lessons in the 80's

His whole family skateboards

s Enjoyed math and reading in college

His family teaches a first-grade Sunday school class together

Don't be surprised if when viewing these
vlogs you see Mosher bust out some of
his signature dance moves, a Chewbacca
impression, or even skateboard into

the school. “I love being silly. That part
comes naturally to me. Therefore, I

don't really see my silliness as crazy. It’s
normal,” he says.

Walking through the halls in front of
others while talking to a camera and
opening up the comments on the videos
are times that Mosher has laid himself out
there for whatever may happen. However,
he admits that he felt the most vulnerable
about demonstrating his skateboarding
skills. His family of four all skateboard
together and his children encouraged
him to put it out there. But Mosher

says he still had concerns. “I thought

to myself, “That’s not what a principal
should do. What will the parents think

of me?’ But, I decided to embrace my
vulnerability and share a little more about
myself with my amazing community;”

he says. “As they have every time, they
embraced me and didn’t judge me for
skateboarding around the school”

Creating the Future

Mosher embraces WCE with love

and a commitment to excellence. His
dedication and willingness to relate to
children in creative ways that interest
them places him in the highest category
of caring educators. He would like WCE
to be known for how they love people.
“Loving others might be hard and
inconvenient, but it is not meaningless.
It is never wasted. You may not see the
impact, but love never fails,” he says.
“We want to change the world for the
better. We want to create the future” KM
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YOUR LOCAL KATY PLUMBER

With 20+ years’ experience, our professional level plumbers are licensed
and background screened. We keep your home as neat as when we arrived.

* Water Heaters (Standard & Tankless) e Kitchen & Bathroom
* Appliance & Toilet Installations * Garbage Disposals
* Leaks & Leaky Faucets ¢ Clogged Drains & More

Mention this ad for $30 off any repair :

METPLUMBING.COM

MPLE M-37282

General, Laparoscopic & Robotic + Non-Invasive Options + Compassionate Care

For Peace of Mind

ADVANCED LAPAROSCOPIC SURGERY FOR:

Colon » Gallbladder = Robolic Laparoscopic Hernia = Anti-Reflux
Single-Incision Robotic Laparoscopic Gallbladder Surgery
Hemorrhoid = Thyroid/Parathyroid
Breast Cancer Screening & More
Plus Management of Diverticular Disease & Colon Cancer

Dr. Khoury’s understanding of
the latest medical advances sets
him apart. He is well known not
only for his skill and compassion,
but for his steadfast dedication

to his patients.

© 2013 Katy Magazine

Sammy E. Khoury, M.D.

Diplomate of American Board of Surgery

Named Houslon's

= SKS

30 @ Surgical Group, PA.

23960 Katy Fwy., Suite 130, Katy, TX 77494

Surgical privileges at

Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital - Dept. Chair of Surgery
Houston Methodist West Hospital

Houston Methodist Hospital Medical Center

Rice Medical Center - Chief of Surgery

Call to schedule

your consultation today!

281-347-0088

Consulta con su medico en Espariol

Adult, Child,
& Adolescent

Psychiatry

Dr. Langan provides
confidential psychiatric

assessment and
treatment in a quiet,
professional _
venue for individuals
ages 4 through adult.

# Depression
s Anxiety
" Mood Disorders

# Autistic Spectrum
Disorder

" OCD
» Eating Disorders

% Post-Partum
Depression

* ADD/ADHD

# Divorce & Family Issues
Also, parental guidance and
counseling in managing

behavioral challenges in

children is available,

Abigail
Langan, M.D.

auiredupy ARy 1070

- 8324054660
810 §. Mason Rd., Suite 345
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SUCCESS STORY
JANET M.

INDIVIDUALIZED TRAINING PROGRAMS
Based upon your goals and abilities v Went from162 to129 lbs,

CARING, PROFESSIONAL STAFF Lowered bad cholesteral by 30

Highly trained and on your side Dropped 4 dress sizes

NON-INTIMIDATING ENVIRONMENT v Finally fit and healthy
Clean, upscale, training facilities

HEALTHY MEALS-TO-GO OPTIONS
From the ESN Healthy Kitchen

HEALTHY POST-WORKOUT DRINKS
Fraom the ESN Juicebar

"ESN helped me

SECOND ESN HEALTH eat _I_:u:-r.*.;a-.r* and
LOCATION COMING TO tailored my

FIRETHORNE IN OCTOBER workouts to my

needs. |'ve never
felt this good In
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NOW OFFERING
MEALS ON-THE-GO!
Healthy Commercial Kitchen a _
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Call to schedule your

FREE TRAINING SESSION

281-395-0827
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www.ESNHealth.com

TWO TRAINING CENTERS

ESMN HEALTH Firethorne FLODDER FINANCIAL CENTER 2770 FM 1463 Katy, TX 77484
ESMN HEALTH Cince Ranch VILLAGIO TOWN CENTER 22756 Westheimer Pkwy. Katy, TX 77450
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