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Make a Difference
Katy ISD’s Partners in Education programs bring the Katy 

community into the classroom, giving volunteers a variety of 
ways to connect with students in life-changing ways

Volunteer opportunities abound in Katy ISD. Many Katyites 
help simply by donating their time and money, while 
others volunteer their skills in hands-on, meaningful ways. 
Whether you are a parent, business, or community member, 
Partners in Education connects everyone to a singular 
common goal: making a di�erence for kids.

Food for Families
Last year, the Katy community raised over $25,000, which 
helped feed over 500 local students and their families 

through the Food for Families initiative. Katy ISD principals 
help identify students who would bene�t from the program. 
“Some families have come upon hard times �nancially,” 
shares Tammy Stringer, Partners in Education specialist. 
“�is program gives families a brighter holiday season by 
providing a H-E-B gi� card to purchase groceries.”

Anyone in the community can donate. “As a school 
counselor in Katy ISD, I witness the power of our generous 
community on a daily basis,” says Melissa LeBlanc, counselor 

Student artists display their 
work at Ties and Tiaras event
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Men Who Mentor is a branch of the KEYS mentoring program

Sister Schools Hayes Elementary and Bear Creek Elementary

Last year volunteers donated over 986,000 hours to Katy ISD

Student council members at Beckendor� Junior High 
host fundraiser for Food for Families

at Rylander Elementary School. “Making donations to 
Food for Families is a wonderful way for Katy families 
and businesses to support one another and carry out our 
district’s ‘Because Everyone’s Attitude Matters’ initiative.” 
Contributions of all sizes are accepted via mail or 
delivery to the Katy ISD Partners in Education o�ce.

Junior Achievement
�e Junior Achievement (JA) program teaches topics 
such as family, community, economics, career success, 
and more - all to help prepare students for future 
work-readiness. Katy ISD has the largest JA program 
in the world. Volunteers for JA for the junior high 
or elementary school level teach up to �ve one-hour 
courses, which can be completed in a single day or a 
week-long method. �e program also features special 
events throughout the year to help raise awareness of 
the programs, such as the Junior Achievement Bowl-
A-�on, the Houston Rockets job shadow day, and the 
Junior Achievement golf scramble. 

KEYS Mentoring
KEYS Mentoring gives Katy ISD students a mentoring 
relationship in an environment that can truly change 
their lives, whether it’s traditional mentoring one-on-one 
each week, Mentor Buddies, or Dads with Dads. “When 
I came to work for Katy ISD 19 years ago, the program 
had just been piloted the year before,” says Martha 
Brown, Partners in Education senior specialist. “I’ve 
been blessed to manage it since then - going from four 
mentors at one school to over 1,000 mentors in schools 
across the district.”

Leaders of the program say that it’s an easy commitment, 
not a tutoring program. “Mentors have changed the 
trajectory of thousands of children’s lives by just 
spending time talking to them each week,” says Brown. 
Students are handpicked for participating in the 
program. “�ey are referred by a counselor or teacher 
based on grades, absences, discipline referrals, or family 
circumstances,” says Brown. �e success of the program 
is evident. “Our numbers tell the story,” says Brown. 
“Last year, 91% of KEYS kids decreased discipline 
referrals, 92% decreased absences, and 91% of KEYS 
kids increased grades even though KEYS is not a 
tutoring program.” 

Promise to Read 
�e Promise to Read program brings Katy business 
leaders into elementary schools. “Promise to Read is 
a yearly initiative that invites the community to share 
their love of reading with elementary students,” says 
Cassandra Hedgpeth, Partners in Education coordinator. 

�e program began in 1997 and has continued to grow. 
Last year, over 200 volunteers read to nearly 500 di�erent 
classes in the district. Adults are able to share their
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KENNAN BUCKNER is wife to a technology 
guru and mom to a 6-month-old cute human 
and a 4-year-old rat terrier. 

favorite children’s books as they read to students, o�en 
bringing a book from home or picking one out from the 
campus library. 

School-Business Partnerships
School-Business Partnerships engage students by providing 
their working knowledge, skills, and time. “�ere are many 
ways our school-business partners work with our campuses, 
but the single most important criteria is human resource 
involvement,” shares Hedgpeth. 

Businesses do so by encouraging their sta� to participate 
in the various programs o�ered by the Katy Partners in 
Education. “In addition, businesses may donate incentives 
for our students and sta�. �ese give our administrators 
an opportunity to reward students for exhibiting stellar 
character traits, achieving a spot on the honor roll, or even 
having perfect attendance,” says Hedgpeth. Many businesses 
make donations. “Some businesses contribute their talents 
by providing career advice to junior high students at career 
days, participating in health and safety fairs, and others 
teach games and activities at recess to promote �tness and 
teamwork to elementary students,” Hedgpeth adds.

Sister Schools 
Sister Schools is a partnership between two Katy ISD 
campuses that encourages like-minded schools to share 
resources and build friendships. “Sister Schools is a way 
to keep our growing district connected by sharing our 
strengths,” says Stringer. “Sister campuses combine sta� 
trainings and bring treats to sister school campus sta�.” 

�e sister campuses volunteers host joint PTA meetings, 
help provide lunch to sister campus teachers, and volunteer 
at each other’s schools. “Campus principals initiate their 
school’s participating in the Sister Schools program,” 
says Stringer. “Pairings are based upon campus principal 
connections, shared interests, and a common desire to reach 
across Katy ISD to connect with another campus.”

Volunteers in Public Schools
Last year, more than 22,000 volunteers donated over 
986,000 hours to Katy ISD, which is the equivalent of an 
additional 10 sta� members at every campus. “VIPS is 
by far our largest program,” shares Brown. Commitments 
for volunteers range from 30 minutes per year to 20 hours 
per week. Leaders encourage those interested to visit 
their campus volunteer coordinator to sign up. Brown 
says, “�is year we will reach a historical milestone as 
Katy ISD ‘Marches to a Million Hours’ happily donated to 
our children.” KM
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Limitless Potential.
Unlimited Possibilities.
Dedicated to fostering a dynamic and engaging learning environment, 
Houston Christian offers students opportunities to stretch their intellectual 
abilities, develop leadership skills and explore a wide range of interests  
from athletics to fine arts.   

A highly accredited, independent, college 
preparatory school, Houston Christian is 
located on a beautifully appointed 45-acre 
campus located near the intersection   
of I-10 and Beltway 8.

For more information about all that 
Houston Christian has to offer, visit
us online at www.houstonchristian.org  
or call Admissions at 713.580.6020 to  
schedule a private tour.

CHINA 2014
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The Solana at Cinco Ranch has a new name!

Call (281) 395-9600 today to schedule a complimentary 
lunch and personal tour and see for yourself 

why we’re still called “THE BEST” in Katy.

License #136385

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care
24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas 77494 • www.arborcincoranch.com

AFTER-SCHOOL STEAM CENTER

KATY (CINCO VILLAGE CENTER) • 281-392-1912
KATY (RANCH POINT) • 281-392-1200

GoddardSchool.com

FREE REGISTRATION!

Qualified teachers plan plenty of enriching age-appropriate 
activities for Kindergarten to 5th grade to balance the day.activities for Kindergarten to 5th grade to balance the day.

• Science Lab
• Technology Room
• Engineering Lab

• Art and Drama Center
• Math Programs

*Offer valid for new Goddard families at the above location only. Must enroll at event to receive discount. Some program restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer. The Goddard Schools are
 operated by independent franchisees under a license agreement with Goddard Systems, Inc. Programs and ages may vary. Goddard Systems, Inc. program is AdvancED accredited. © Goddard Systems Inc. 2015
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