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Houston Texans football fans take the bull by the horns by
grilling up fun and cheering their favorite team to victory

Written by Tassie Hewitt | Photography courtesy of the Blue Toro Tailgaters
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“I love’'meefing new
friends. I love saying we're frg

Nothing fires up fans more than food and football. But

for these Houston Texans supporters who teamed up with
friends and a truckload of Katy spirit to form the Blue Toros,
nothing beats tailgating - Texas-style.

Bring Enthusiasm

“The first thing everybody needs to know is that Texans fans
have been voted the number one tailgaters in the NFL by
John Madden,” says Fatima Donaldson, a Katy resident who
has been tailgating with her husband for 10 years. “It can be
anything from a couple of people gathering at the trunk of
their car to buses with big-screen TVs and a huge party set-
up, from small-scale to Texas-big”

Donaldson, a Texans season ticket holder and member of the
Blue Toros, enjoys the camaraderie of tailgating, especially
with fans that understand and appreciate the game. “I'm one
of those unique females who love football,” says Donaldson.
“Watching it with other women and men who know the
game and can speak the lingo is a really cool thing””
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Tailgaters rally around grills and coolers and celebrate before,
during, and after the game, but the party does not happen
without preparation and the enthusiasm of the ones who
organize the weekly event.

Pre-Game Prep

“We've been tailgating forever, but people weren't as friendly;”
says Al Grimaldo, who started the Blue Toro group with his
wife, Mary, last year. “So we decided to start our own. I love
meeting new people and making new friends. I love saying
were from Katy”

The Grimaldos, who began tailgating with a handful of friends,
watched their group grow to over 45 fans. It was then that they
decided to give themselves a name, and chose Blue Toro, after
their favorite team’s mascot. “You don’t want to name your
group after a player because players come and go,” says Al, who
credits his wife for coming up with the name. “Choose a name
that will always be true”
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See this location for details. Min. qty. restrictions apply. On game day, the two transport all the comforts of
home to the stadium parking lot. “We try to leave our
house by 6:30 a.m. to get to the game,” says Mary, who
grew up in Fort Worth as a Cowboys fan, but fell in love
with the Texans when she moved to the area. “The truck

is full to capacity. We wait in line, then race to get our

565 S. Mason Rd. Katy, TX 77450 281-578-6555 spot. We like to have the same spot so our friends can
http://katy-tx-4694.theupsstorelocal.com find us”
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Tailgating Essentials

The Grimaldos set up the tent like a living room

complete with fans, heaters or air conditioners, banners
5 : and flags, and a 60-inch TV. Tailgaters can expect to
i ) i be treated to fajitas or burgers before the game. Ticket
mﬂrhﬂl Hrts ur Hﬂ tq . holders will go in the stadium to watch the game, while
the others settle down under the tent in front of the T'V.
During halftime there is music and dancing. After the

game, the celebrating continues. The group even travels

nﬂaﬂﬂmiﬂ EHB E“E“EB to away games to support their team.
sla ns w“n Tlger-nnck o “I think anybody can do it, but you have to have the

desire to be there and invite your friends,” says Mary.

L i B ) Participants are required to have tailgate passes that are
. - sold to season ticket holders to enter the lot. “It takes

time, patience, dedication, and a lot of preparation.”

Contagious Spirit

You can’t have a successful tailgating group without a
tent full of team spirit. “We always have our Texans gear
on,” adds Mary. “People ask if we own any other clothes.

: I have work clothes and I have Texans clothes. That’s all
Focus, self-control, I have”

power & confidence!

! . N Their spirit is contagious. “Al and Mary are just so

Kids, Teens & Adulis Mention this K Hne EACILsvE welcoming and friendly. The group has grown because

Boys & Girls Ci of their generosity;” says Donaldson. “Everyone gets
Anti-Bullying Education ; excited. It’s a collective force that helps build even more
Strength & Conditioning —— energy and excitement around it” KM

Self Defense Classes

TASSIE HEWITT is a freelance writer who is convinced the
only way to enjoy football is with friends, food, and a portable

625 5. Mason Rd. air conditioner.
(at Kingsland Blvd.) :
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Whether you need a hot tub, Infrared grill,
deck, or outdoor fire pit, we have a wide
variety of products for your Katy backyard.

We also carry chemicals, outdoor supplies
and provide service for hot tubs.

5 &

HOT TUBS SWIM SPAS 5 ATIO HE 15 CHEMICALS  COVERS SERVICE

VISIT OUR STORE
455 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
[Across from Toys “R" Us, Katy Mills)

OPEN Mon-Fri Sam-6pm
Sat 10am-5pm & Sun 12pm-ipm

(287) 371-TUBS (8B27T)
infeghottubsofkaty com

www HOTTUBSOFKATY.com
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Call me today to discuss your options. -
Some people think Allstate only protects your
car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your
home or apartment, your boat, motorcycle
- even your retirement and your life. And the
more of your world you put in Good Hands®,
the more you can save.
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You're in good hands.
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