
Entertainment

Dozens of breeds of cattle, goats, rabbits, sheep, and swine make their appearance during the Livestock Show

An all-women’s event, 
barrel racing showcases 
each contestant’s ability 
to maneuver their horse 
during a timed race

With livestock, top performers, tasty treats, and charitable 
events, the Houston Rodeo has something to offer everyone 

within Houston and surrounding communities
Written by Taylor McLaughlin  |  Photography courtesy of Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
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As people fill the NRG Arena in their best western wear, 
cowboys and cowgirls perfect their speed in hopes of 
bringing home unsurpassed scores for the night. The fast-
paced barrel racing, the excitement that comes with bull 
riding, and the future cowboys and cowgirls who take on the 
mutton bustin’ challenge, are just some of the many features 
of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. 

Since 1932, the Show has offered continuous traditions 
for fans all over the map. According to Sarah Poole, the 
manager of advertising and media, the Show “welcomed 
visitors from 70 different countries in 2014.” 

Outside the Arena
It may be the big-name performers that draw in the 
rodeo’s massive crowds each night, but outside of the 
arena there seems to be an endless list of events for both 
adults and children to enjoy prior to the bright lights and 
booming speakers. For children and adults alike, guests 
can visit AGventure to see improved exhibits that focus 
on agricultural education, observe infants residing at the 
birthing station, and partake in the traditional fair festivities.

For your older cowboys and cowgirls, Poole suggests 
checking out the shopping mall, which is stocked with all 
things western, and then head to the Hideout for some good 
ole’ Southern two-stepping. While exploring these various 
vendors, children can enjoy Kids Country, a carnival with 
rides, games, and exhibits. Thanks to the upcoming “Plan 
My Day” feature on the website, Poole shares that family and 
friends will be able to “customize their schedule and print it 
in order to share with a friend via email or social media.”

Delectable Southern Treats 
Most Katyites have heard about, and from time-to-time 
craved, the special fair treats that make the rodeo experience 
all the more memorable. Poole adds, “Visitors can find every 
food on a stick imaginable, as well as fantastic fried food.” 
On top of the vendors, street stands, and the carnival food in 
and outside of the arena, rodeo participants can take part in 
“I Ate All Eight,” a competition where they visit eight food 
vendors that were awarded the Gold Buckle Foodie Award.

Giving Back 
Since the beginning of the rodeo, the organization has 
been paying it forward. “The [association] has committed 
nearly $375 million to supporting the youth of Texas 
and agriculture,” Poole says. The rodeo has also provided 
educational scholarships for students within the area. For 
the upcoming 2015 year, over $24 million will be dedicated 
to “educational program grants, scholarships, graduate 
assistantships, and junior show exhibitors, and calf scramble 
participants.” KM

Barrelmen dressed as clowns 
try to divert the bull’s attention 

away from bull riders

Bull rider’s try to maintain 
their balance while keeping 
their free hand from touching 
the bull or themselves for an 
eight-second ride

Mutton bustin’ gives contestants as young as age 5 the chance to show their sheep-riding skills
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Upcoming 
Rodeo Events

Go Texan Day Feb. 27

The Downtown Rodeo Parade  
and ConocoPhillips Rodeo Run Feb. 28

Armed Forces Appreciation Day March 4

Black Heritage Day March 6

Go Tejano Day March 15

For parking locations, operating hours, ticket info, and more 
search “RODEOHOUSTON” in the app store.

TAYLOR MCLAUGHLIN loves to partake in 
all of the festivities of Rodeo Houston, especially 
watching the mutton bustin’.

2015 Concert Lineup

March 3 
Eric Church

March 4 
Hunter Hayes

March 5 
Miranda Lambert

March 6 
John Legend

March 7 
Alan Jackson

March 8 
Fall Out Boy

March 9 
Justin Moore

March 10 
Tim McGraw

March 11 
Brantley Gilbert

March 12 
Zac Brown Band

March 13 
Pit Bull

March 14 
Billy Currington

March 15 
La Arrolladora Banda El Limon 

and La Maquinaria Norteña 

March 16 
Dierks Bentley

March 17 
Ariana Grande

March 18 
Florida Georgia Line

March 19 
Blake Shelton

March 20 
The Band Perry

March 21 
Brad Paisley

March 22 
Luke Bryan

`
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FACT:

High-quality after 
school programs are 
associated with better 
peer relationships.

PRIMROSE WAY:

No wonder so many 
BFFs get their start here.

CALL FOR A TOUR. 
Primrose School of West Cinco Ranch
26900 Cinco Ranch Blvd | Katy, TX 77494
281.347.1212 | PrimroseWestCincoRanch.com

Primrose School of North Mason Creek
21480 Park Row Blvd | Katy, TX 77449
281.492.7400 | PrimroseMasonCreek.com

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools and The Leader in 
Educational Child Care are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2014 Primrose School 
Franchising Company. All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for ‘fact’ source and curriculum detail. 

Infants – Private Pre-K 
& After School
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