PET FEATURE
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. - graf chooses to foster

dogs larger than 25 pounds

because it js typically harder for
shelters to find homes for them
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Katy families share their heart for fostering homeless animals
until they are able to be placed with life-long families

Written by Kelly Boldt | Select photography by Shanna Kenney

Every year, thousands of pets in the Katy area need help shelter and see how they interact. If that goes well, we agree to
finding a home. Thankfully, there are many people who foster the dog,” Tena says. “It can be hard when they leave, but
have devoted their time, resources, and hearts to helping I'am involved with the selection of their forever home, and we
these animals prepare to be adopted. Katy pet foster stay in touch even after they’ve been adopted”

families provide an environment where the animals can
get special attention for medical needs and experience the

healing power that a loving human family can provide. Wendy Markgraf began volunteering a few hours a week at
Here are a few inspirational families who illustrate the the Citizens for Animal Protection (CAP) thrift store. As she
healing power of love. spent more time at the shelter, she saw how many animals

needed foster care so she decided to take one home. Her
family has now fostered for over eight years and nurtured

Tena and Tim Wood have served as a pet foster family over 50 dogs and cats. “It’s hard not to keep them,” shares

for many years. The positive experiences their family had Markgraf. “It breaks my heart when I have to give them up”
working with dogs helped them as they dealt with their But knowing how many more animals are in need of her help
own struggles within their family. “My son was having a keeps her going. “It’s very rewarding to nurse them back to

rough time at school and he needed something positive to health after they come to us in bad shape,” says Markgraf.

focus on,” Tena explains. “He has always loved animals, so

we volunteered at several adoption days. Then we decided Markgraf has adopted two of the animals she once fostered.

to become a pet foster family” “I couldn’t let them go,” she says. “I jokingly call it a ‘foster
failure’ because the dogs never left” The Markgrafs have

The Woods have worked with various organizations suchas ~ chosen to foster larger dogs that are over 25 pounds because

Scouts Honor and Dachshund Rescue of Houston. “They finding homes for them is typically more of a challenge for

call us when a dog has certain needs, whether medical or the shelter.

behavioral. Our first step is to take our family dog to the

Lynn Dillman was in between jobs and decided to
volunteer at CAP. He later became an employee.
As with the other employees and volunteers, he
saw the overwhelming need for families to give
special attention to dogs and cats waiting to be
adopted. Dillman left the shelter after a year, but
decided that they wanted to keep fostering sick
animals. “Shelters are good at what they do, but
they can only do so much,” Dillman explains.
“Without the foster network, more animals would
be euthanized, and we saw this as a way to give
more animals a chance”

The Dillmans have fostered around 200 animals
and adopted three over the years. “We’re here
to help these animals have a happy life, and you
have to be happy for them when they go,” says
ket Lylnﬂ and Kyoko Dillman. He recalls a particularly difficult case

Dillman have fdstered

almost 200 a_.nirhals
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Package Discounts | Gift Certificates

We carry Image and Kerastasé products

y),
HAIR SALON & DAY SPA

HAIR cut, Color, & Special Occasions
INAILLS ManiPedi, Fills, Shellac
MASSAGE & FACIALS
WAXING & THREADING
BRAZILIAN BLOWOUT
LASER HAIR REMOVAL

PROM & WEDDING PACKAGES

Updo & Make U p $100
Updo, Make Up, Mani & Pedi 5130

24219 KINGSLAND BLVD.

(BETWEEN FALCON POINT & KATY MILLS)
281-347-3177
PARISGALLERYSALONSPA.COM

Give yourself and
your family a special
holiday gift this year!

An active adult retirement
community featuring luxurious

amenities, refined living, and
customizable lifestyle options.

Call us today at 888.492.7786 to

schedule your personalized visit.

Extra holiday savings
end in December

888.492.7786

&;E i& www.watercrestsugarland.com_~

WATERCREST 744 Brooks Street y @ é\ )
RETIREMENT LIVING Sugar Land, Texas 77478 @& Z
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*Birthday Parties*Sweet 16+
*Company Parties*Quinceaneras®

* Weddings * Reunions ¢
Located approximately 5 miles North of Katy

25440 Beckendorff Road
I(uh/, Texas * (281) 371-3313
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Cheerleams
(231)371 3775

where the dog had been kept in a cage not much bigger PI'I\HI‘ES
than he was. “He was incontinent and turned in circles all c h eer TE Ch n l que

day;” says Dillman. “We found a home that would tend to
his needs, and now he is doing a lot better” KM

KELLY BOLDT is a Katy mother of three teenagers.
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