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anne Godoy loves sharing stories with her grah
pan 25 years of writing, she has had plenty of ta nspi

growing up over the years, she decided t_ [ 't‘r‘eativi ood

1g'the young reader novel, The Forest. Appealing to lovers of fantasy and

oks, the story follows the main character Misty'ds she wanders into a

, only to discover that she can't find her way ou t. The book took abouta -

, but is now making waves in the young,adglt.hterai’y world, “T started

1 put it away for a while,” Godoy recalls. “Th;ﬁ one day I sﬁd Tm going '

About
The Forest

When Misty goes against her
mother's wishes and journeys into

a magical forest, she finds herself
unexpectedly lost. With her dog
Bruno at her side, she begins the
search for a way out. As she travels
further and further along, they begin
encountering a slew of mystical
creatures ranging from a ghost and
talking animals to treacherous vines
and dangerous enemies. They also
make a few friends along the way,
and learn about courage, selflessness,
fear, and freedom.

B3

again.” After that, the words came quickly. -

.-"

gor Tweens and Teens a%ﬁ "u-,-.‘} R AN,
ers lost through the forest, trying to ﬁn@aﬁfw home, she and L

encounter many strange beings. They a ﬂed' on their path by a
imals, and treacherous vines. Facing several obstacles along théswﬁy; i

friends and dangerous enemies. "\'- TSN

ritten for readers ages 10 to 14, but Godby learned it appeals to older

as well. “That surprised me,” she shares, expla-iniﬁé, “Adults enjoy

ey see it as a teaching tool” Sunny 99.1 Radio personality Dana Tyson

says. “There’s less respect for each other these days.” She believes that the teen years
are the hardest. “That’s when they develop who they’re going to be and what they
want in life;” Godoy shares.

Inspired by Her Family

Through the process of writing and publishing the book, her eight grandchildren have
been an inspiration and source of encouragement and support. Her granddaughter
Krysten Kuci did the illustrations for the book. Joanne’s husband Rolando Godoy;,
along with her granddaughter Sofia, pushed for publication. “Everybody was
encouraging,” Godoy says.

After completing The Forest, she was still unsure about seeking publication for her
story. She remembers taking her granddaughter Sofia to lunch to read the first draft.
“I was waiting for her to say, T don't like it but she got real enthused about it and
wanted to know more,” Godoy remembers.

Path to Writing

Godoy got her start writing in her hometown of Chicago, penning several poems,
short stories, and magazine articles. In 1995, she published a book of poetry,

Author Joanne Godoy is currently
working on the sequel to The Forest.
Readers can find The Forest online at:

barnesandnoble.com
amazon.com
superbookshop.net
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“s lhe Forest can be found onhpth barnesandnoble.com
F‘ and amazon.com mipqurback gnd downloadable e-book
k versions*For Godoy, researc

layed a big role in finding

- the right} I.nl&hsher for her beok. She decided to go with
E-Book T.!ine LLC, so her book would be available for Noo:
and Kin s well as in paperback. With the emergence |
of electrqhte books, the readlng experienee has changed. “I
think it’s great,” Godoy shares. “I love e- books It’s easier to
get what*'you want and just download it”

Readers w'hp want to read more about Misty’s  experiences in
The Forest will be pleased to know Godoy has already started
work on a sequel. Everyone who reads tHe book can't put

it down,” she shares. “They want to knowwhat bimens to
Misty” KM

CHERRI NORTHCUTT works in the Houston area and has
enjoyed life with her family in Katy for 12 years.
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Raty Famdly Coanceling

Adults, Families, Children & Teens

American Peychological Association

Association for Play Therapy ‘!'ﬁ’
EMDR Certified by EMDRIA i
Member - Katy Chamber of Commerce

LCSW-TX License ¥ 51404

Mary Lyles, PhD

(832) 576-2526 Business

(281) 886-0481 Fax
Mary@KatyFamilyCounseling.com
24044 Cinco Village Center Blvd,
Suite #100

Katy, TX 77454

www.KatyFamilyCounseling.com
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