'#-i'r}

\ Jupb !‘,;;

'.‘f --‘i 0
*vl-*l of ¢

'*w’f;kfz

- - e = - : N ' F
Ik ” \ =y s L = o
. .. - N I| 5 .'I - o x
nity citizens, including - ! F ]
- Hayley, Kurt, Richard, . : J 1
" ica, Grant, (front rowse 4% = - + f .
riy Hillary,and Alexis - & ¥ e - |2 'l ‘ &‘ f a
- | 1 -l ! 7 . ; : -, K I - . } ‘ \f
. e M el SOASAES | + L
Ly kA ¥ i i e A \ ] =:--"_ L =
¥ v 4 ! e —
- = - 4

Commumty,.g

Citizens with disabilities live, learn, work, and
Fgive back in this welcoming environment
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Written by Mary Hogan | Photography by Jason Lehecka

B
Visiting the Brookwood Community, just a short drive from Katy down I-10, you'v
notice the many smiling faces of citizens working in the café, garden, craft departments; 5%
and gift shop. As a community for adults with disabilities, Brookwood is centered around &
reating meaning in every aspect of their lives. The community serves 110 residents and f ::-:?;1 )
an additional 70 citizens enrolled in the day program. “It’s giving them purpose and
meaning,” shares Brookwood’s Executive Director Vivian Shudde, who is the daughter
of founder Yvonne Streit. She adds, “With God'’s help, we are helping them discover their
gifts to be used to serve others.” Katy Magazine invites you to meet some of the faces of

the Brookwood Community and experience their many successes and accomplishments.
—
= |




Deep Bleaching System.

White ﬂ ing The newest, most effective
Deap Humeteng— Byrtam

{ Introducing KoR Whitening

whitening system ever developed,

21681 Kingsland Blvd.,
. Katy, TX 77450
Large Children's Play Area with Staffed Babysitting ® Children’s Dentistry
: : 646 0QQ
. Yota
Extended Hours ® State-Of-The-Art Digital Technology 2'81

www.kingslanddental.com

All Phases of General Dentistry @ Cosmetic Dentistry ® Dental Implants

“We continue our commitment to Excellence in Dentistry™
Serving Katy for over 25 years!
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Computer Building

FPS Game Design
Movie Making

QOutstanding Academics Film Festival Academy
with a Dipital Photouranhy Weh Design
Biblical Worlduview Lego Mindstorm Robotics

Video Game Design
Graphic Design

Offering Mother’s Day Out RPG Academy

Preschool through 124 Crade
: 4 MEW Locations Serving The
Howston, Katy, Sugar Land, and Clear Lake areas!

REGISTER NOW AT

_ 2, www.campkaty.com
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2083V __,J ik Day & Overnight Camps
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Comic Book Creation

I-20/Exchange Students

Boarding Programs
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WELLNESS & MEDICAL SPA

¥ OUTER BEAUTY &34 BOTOX
% pﬂ.run“

Bofox [ Fillers

Radiesse/
Juvederm
r Skin Rejuvenation BOGO 50%0OFF

Laser Halr/ Vein Remoaval

Laser Skin Tightening

$495
NNER WELLNESS HCG Weight

Loss Program
io-ldentical Hormo °g

=i, il $150 OFF

Bic-ldentical Homone
HEGH aht Loss Repiacamen| Thasopy

MNutritic

CALL FOR A COMPLIMENTARY

CONSULTATION TODAY!

281.313.SHEL (7435)
www.DrShel.com

ALEX | Ceramic Artisan

As a recent graduate of Brookwood’s work-study
program, Alex is enjoying finding her own path in life
and testing her newfound wings. Welcoming shoppers
with her warm smile and positive attitude, she has added
much value to Brookwood. She has spent the past six
years in the stone-casting shop, creating statues, coasters,
plaques, and cowboy Santas for customers around the
world. “T love my job and my bus rides with friends,”
Alex shares.

All of her experiences at the Brookwood Community
have helped her to shine and better develop her
expressive language and communication skills. “Once
you feel good about expressing yourself, it makes you a
better worker, which makes you feel good about giving
back,” shares Rick DeMunbrun, director of citizens.
“Then, that feeling makes your expression get even
better, so that the circle of reciprocity keeps going.”

D. Medical Dirsctor
et Tor Lasers. Wallness. Botox and Fllers

= 1437 mnmvgyﬁ Suite 100 - Sugar Land, Texas 77478
ﬂ' A www facebookcomidrshel  Woww twittercom/drshatweliness
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CHRIS | ceramic Craftsman

When Chris unexpectedly lost his mom,

he was still living with his dad but found
himself growing up and becoming
increasingly isolated. As a young adult,

he needed to launch out on his own and
experience life for himself. With help

from his dad, Chris decided to move to

the Brookwood Community. His dad felt
secure knowing Chris would be learning and
working. “It creates a win-win situation,’
shares DeMunbrun. “Brookwood has
expanded his circle of friends, and now he’s
got a whole community that caters to exactly
what he needs”

Chris now works in every aspect of ceramics
making, working each day to perfect his
skill. In his free time, he loves attending
Chapelwood United Methodist Church, as
well as dancing, bowling, wrestling, and even
baking chocolate cake. His positive outlook
on life is contagious, and he always looks for
ways to spread happiness through his upbeat
attitude. He was once overheard telling
friends, “Guess what? Today is my favorite
day. I get a paycheck and a Diet Coke!”

©2011 Katy Magazine

Join the Club!

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW.
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Boarding ¢ Training & Grooming & Doggie Daycare

1440 Katy Gap Rd. (formerly known as Katy-Ft. Bend Rd.)
281.693.DOGS (3647) * www.mycaninecountryclub.com ¢ info@mycaninecountryclub.com
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GRANT | Nursery Cultivator

When Grant moved to the Brookwood Community

from New York City a little over a year and a half
ago, he instantly became a singing sensation. Now,

he loves entertaining others at concerts and helping

with music lessons. “Since he’s been here, he's
really come out of his shell,” shares DeMunbrun,
adding, “His language skills have rocketed.” Grant
is now focused on his academic skills, including
learning how to read by starting off with lessons
that incorporate sight-reading. “He never had the
opportunity, because of his inability to express
himself,” says DeMunbrun, explaining, “People
didn’t know how they could find out his real
potential”

During his time at the Brookwood Community,
Grant has enjoyed working in the horticulture
department, moving and staging thousands of
plants in more than 40 greenhouses. He has
stepped up as a leader, showcasing his talent and
his positive, caring attitude. He often touts all that
Brookwood has to offer, sharing things like, “Do
you like broccoli pizza? My home makes the best!”

Missing Teeth?

Dental Implants are a great way to replace missing teeth a

also provide a fixed solution to having a removable par

complete dentures.

Call Dr. Brady H. Kratz for a complimentary eval

discussion of your missing teeth solutions. =

DENTISTRY BY RSE

Please call to schedule an appointment.

281.391.4422

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD., SUITE 240
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MONICA | crafter Extraordinaire

As a successful graduate of the Tuttle School in west Houston,
Monica came to the Brookwood Community; a sister facility,
shortly afterward. She experienced her first job at Brookwood,
and after 14 years at the community, she has become well known
for her attention to detail and dexterity in handcrafting. “I love
my teachers,” she shares. Along with a love of country music and
computers, she is very outgoing and enjoys visiting with guests.

Faced with weak knees and little strength in her legs, getting
around can sometimes be difficult for Monica. The Brookwood
Community has helped provide creative solutions for her in that
area, though. “We have provided her with an environment that
allows her to be acceptable in any way, shape, or form,” shares
DeMunbrun. “There are no barriers in terms of her physical
mobility. She also has the opportunity to be much more in the
public eye, because she’s a hostess at our café and gets to use part
of her personality that she’s very gifted at”
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RICHARD | Superb Server

When Richard first came to the Brookwood Community
from southern Florida 10 years ago, he had a small social
network and group of friends. He was an only child, and
his parents, who were retiring, wanted him to connect

with others his age. “When he came to the Brookwood
Community, Richard was very shy and reticent to be
around people,” shares DeMunbrun. “What the Brookwood
Community brought him was a social construct, just like
going off to college”

Now, Richard loves greeting visitors at the Brookwood

Café and helps train new café servers. Brookwood is his
first full-time employer and he is truly thriving with the
responsibility his position requires. He is proud of the
chance to help others, and enjoys spreading smiles with his
comedic imitations. He brings his good-natured humor to
his job, introducing himself to visitors with greetings like,
“Welcome to the Brookwood Café. My name is Richard and
I will be your best server today.”

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE COMMUNITY

These are just a few of the many adults served by the Brookwood Community. “Many people from around the area don’t have
the time to volunteer, but they ask about what they can do to help,” shares Shudde. “You can come shop and eat, because all of
that revenue goes to help underwrite our community.” Donations are also welcome, and the main hall can be rented out for
weddings, with revenue supporting the community’s programs. KM

MARY HOGAN enjoys being associate editor of Katy Magazine. She has visited the Brookwood Community several times and is
always inspired by its friendly and talented citizens.
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