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EDUCATIONSchool Administration
by SHETYE CYPHER

In a large office in the middle of the Katy ISD Administration 
Building, sits a slender, grey-haired, true Texan working toward his 
soon-to-be exit. Yes, Dr. Leonard Merrell, the man who has had all 
the plans is soon retiring from his 12 years of managing Katy ISD.

Although many have speculated that his retirement is due to 
his bout with prostate cancer or a recent surgery on his arm, 
he confirms that this is not the case.  “There was one thing that 
crystallized this issue, which made it clear as a bell,” he says. “That 
was simply that if I worked one more year, I needed to make it a 
three year commitment. In this district there are points along the 
future that certain things happen. In 2009, we have to have another 
bond issue. It wasn’t fair, in my mind, to the 
district to not make the commitment to do 
the things that need to be done.”

Focusing on Family for Awhile
Merrell, who has only been absent from the 
job a handful of times over his 12 year ten-
ure is looking forward to a break. And first 
on his retirement agenda is a fishing trip 
with his 90-year-old father and an attempt 
at rejuvenating his golf game. “I’m going to 
hit golf balls until my hands are too sore to 
hit golf balls anymore,” he jokes.

He is also looking forward to spending 

HANDING  
OVER THE 

REIGNS
After 12 years as Katy ISD’s Superintendent, 

Dr. Leonard Merrell Looks Forward to  
Retirement and More Time with His Family

quality time with his ever growing family. Both of his sons, Mark 
and Brian, are expecting new daughters soon. For Merrell and 
his wife of 38 years, Linda, these new granddaughters will double 
their brood of grandchildren. “I’m going to spend more time with 
mother and dad, and my sons, and grandchildren. The greatest 
joy in our lives has really been with our kids and our family—the 
ability to grow with them and see them do well and be successful,” 
he says.

Future Priorities and Goals
He says his sons have only seen him work and are looking forward 
to see how their dad handles retirement. “My life has always been 
busy; that’s why some people are wondering if I can do this retire-
ment business or not,” he says. “We’ll see.”

Given Merrell’s restless nature, he does plan to return to work 
down the line.

“I won’t be a superintendent again, but I will work in education.  
It’s what I know. I’ve worked in education for 39 years,” he says. “I 
haven’t made any deals with anyone at this time, but I will see what 
comes along.”

However, this August, as the school buses start rolling here, 
he will tentatively be on a trip to Prague for a meeting as a board 
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member of Junior Achievement Worldwide. “I have never been 
overseas before, besides Jamaica, and traveling is something to 
look forward to. There are still a lot places in the United States we 
haven’t seen,” he says.

Career Peaks and Katy Challenges
Merrell’s career in education started with teaching science and 
then, after earning his masters degree, progressed to becoming 
a school principal and business manager in Garland. During his 
time in Garland, he worked on his doctorate, which he received in 
1984. His path, which took him to Sulphur Springs and Texas City 
as superintendent, then led him to Katy ISD in June 1995.

His time in Katy ISD has been riddled with challenges in district 
growth. Since his first year as superintendent, the district has more 
than doubled in size, and funds to accommodate the growth have 
been a major issue. Dealing with the rapid growth, the lack of dol-
lars that go along with that rapid growth, and accountability have 
all been Merrell’s focus. What makes these issues particularly chal-
lenging, however, is that they are all changing all the time. “There 
are just not enough dollars to do the things we need to do; it takes 
money,” he says. “We know lots of things that we’d like to do, but 
you have to figure out how to them and still balance the budget.”

Hiring Quality Educators
He considers one of his biggest dealings in Katy ISD to be the work 
he has done with fellow employees. “I feel really good about having 
the opportunity to hire some really good people to work in the 

district. I’m also really proud of the work our instructional depart-
ment has done with our automated curriculum. We were able to 
stay the course and continue to improve the process and the system 
that we have now. It will only get better.” 

In fact, as he reflects on his long career, Merrell believes that his 
peers working in education will be what he remembers most. He 
believes that even those he may disagree with have brought quality 
to the district and ultimately made him a better administrator. 
“Always there are events and issues, but the challenges helped me 
to grow,” he says.

Handing Over the Reigns
The new superintendent, Alton Frailey, was recruited by Bob 
Thompson of Beaumont, the same recruiter who brought in Mer-

rell. According to Thompson, the Board 
looked for someone who shows successful 
experience as a consensus builder, seeks 
input from all parties, improves academic 
achievement, and is effective in a diverse 
community. “The top 12-15 candidates 
went through a screening interview with 
me,” he says. “Once those were completed 
and the references had been checked, I 
came up with a list of 3-5 candidates and 
nominate them to the Board.”

According to Thompson, each nomi-
nee was then interviewed by the Board 
with a set of standard questions as well 
as unscripted questions. “Once the Board 
identified Frailey as its top candidate, they 
announce their decision and then, by law, 
had to wait at least 21 days before officially 
hiring him. That space of 21 days allows 
the public and the media to check into the 
background of the candidate,” he says.

Because of the size of KISD, the Frai-
ley must be prepared to deal with many 
distinct challenges. One budding chal-
lenge he will confront is the changing 
face of the district. “We will probably be 
a majority minority district in two years. 
That changes about 2 percent every year,” 
Merrell says.

Because of the size of Katy ISD, the new super-
intendent must be prepared to deal with many 

distinct challenges. One budding challenge 
they will confront is the changing face of the 
district. “We will probably be a majority mi-

nority district in two years. That changes about 
2% every year,” Merrell says.
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Katy Community Makes Job Worthwhile
Despite the challenges that come along with the job, Merrell 
values his time with the district. “I’ve been proud to be superin-
tendent of schools for Katy and I’ve always taken a lot of pride in 
being a part of this district wherever I go,” he says. “I’ve enjoyed 
it and I think this is the best ‘superintendency’ to have in the 
state. I firmly believe that; and it’s been that way because of the 
people and the com-
munity,” he says.

Nevertheless, he 
says he is ready to 
hand over the reigns to 
somebody new. “I plan 
to walk out of here and 
never get in his or her 
(new superintendent) 
way. I will advise them 
only if they want to be 
advised. I’ve had my 
time.”

Shetye Cypher resides in Katy with her family and teaches journalism at 
Mayde Creek High School.

Taking the Reigns
Alton Frailey joins Katy ISD as the New Superintendent

Frailey Fast Facts:

Age: 45

Last Job: Superintendent of DeSoto ISD near Dallas since 2005

Prior Work Experience: Superintendent of Cincinnati Public 
Schools from 2002-2005; Trustee on the Cypress Fairbanks ISD 
School Board

Education: B.S. and M.Ed. degrees from Stephen F. Austin

Selected From: 24 candidates

Notable: First African American to serve as superintendent of 
Katy ISD

Family: Wife, Aneesa Frailey; three children: Alana (16), 
Anderson (13), and Austin (9)

Hometown: Nacogdoches, TX

Nominate Your Top Teacher

We will be resuming our 
INSPIRE Teacher Awards 

after summer. Tell us 
your favorite teacher by 

emailing us at:  
editor@katymagazine.com.
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Mary Castellucci graduated the first time in 

2002 with her Bachelor’s degree at the same 

time her twins graduated with the first graduat-

ing class of Cinco Ranch High School.  Upon 

completing her BS, she went on to obtain her 

teaching certification, masters of education 

and finally a masters of counseling. Recently 

she graduated from The University of Houston 

while her youngest daughter Katie graduated 

from CRHS. Mary taught speech at CRHS for 

three years and has run the KOLA lab at Seven 

Lakes High School since its inception two years 

ago.  She will be the Academic Coach and PALS 

teacher for Seven Lakes in the fall of 2007.   Ka-

tie is heading to Southern Methodist University in 

the Fall where she will study dance.

Mom and Daughter Both Celebrate Graduations 

ConGRADulations!

Katie and Mary Castellucci



EDUCATION Teachers of the Year
Compiled by Lauren Welch

Terrific Teachers Shine 
Bright in Katy ISD
Katy ISD Recognizes 2006—2007 Campus 
Teachers of the Year
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As our Katy ISD teachers take a much deserved hiatus this summer, we would like to an-
nounce the 45 teachers who were recently selected by their teaching peers as 2006-07 Cam-
pus Teacher of the Year. The teachers were honored at a school board meeting and reception 
in April at the Katy ISD Education Support Complex. 

“Individuals who are selected as Campus Teacher of the Year demonstrate day-in-and-
day-out the hard work and dedication it takes to provide students in Katy ISD with the 
quality education they deserve,” Merrell says. “While they have been selected by their peers 
as the best, they are representative of the quality teachers we have in each and every school 
here in Katy ISD.”

Campus Teachers of the Year have the opportunity to be selected as either District El-
ementary or Secondary Teacher of the Year. Both Campus and District Teachers of the Year 
will be honored next fall at a banquet sponsored by the Katy Chamber of Commerce.

Alexander Elementary
Jennifer Perez

Bear Creek Elementary
Lisa Schmalhausen

Cimarron Elementary
Pam Brissee

Creech Elementary
Stephanie Nady

Exley Elementary
Cindie Faldyn

Fielder Elementary
Lynn Margolis

Franz Elementary
Randi Watson

Golbow Elementary
Josette Snead

Griffin Elementary
Deborah Ambros

Hayes Elementary
Shirleen Watkins

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS OF THE YEAR 
Hutsell Elementary
Susan Stuart

Katy Elementary
Sherron Frost

Kilpatrick Elementary
Taylor Munro

King Elementary
Rebeca Gibson

Mayde Creek  
Elementary
Kim Wisener
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McRoberts Elementary
Susanna Redditt

Memorial Parkway  
Elementary
Leslie Baker

Nottingham Country  
Elementary
Debra Sweeney

Pattison Elementary
Beverly Cragg

Rhoads Elementary
Bruce Brouillard

Rylander Elementary
Karin Roberts

Schmalz Elementary
Theresa Fallwell

Sundown Elementary
Paulette Speyrer

West Memorial  
Elementary
Rebecca Caffrey

Williams Elementary
Thomas Miller

Winborn Elementary
Karen Byrd

Wolfe Elementary 
Casie Lemaster

Steve Pontius of CRJH

Dr. Merrell, Theresa 
Fallwell, and Karen Ladner, 

Schmalz Elementary

Thomas Miller (2nd from left) is Williams 
Elementary’s Winning Teacher  

Mary Tawney at KJH 
gets a surprise visit
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Nominate him or her for INSPIRE!
If you know a fantastic teacher who did not make the list, tell us about him or 
her! Katy Magazine will be resuming our INSPIRE Teacher Awards starting in 
the Fall. Nominate your favorite teacher by emailing a paragraph or two about 
why that teacher is special. Your inspirational teacher may be featured in an 
upcoming issue of Katy Magazine and will be presented with a community 
award. Email editor@katymagazine.com.

Beck Junior High
Ashly Darnell

Beckendorff  
Junior High
Kristi Sikes

Cinco Ranch  
Junior High
Steven Pontious

Katy Junior High
Mary Tawney

Mayde Creek 
 Junior High
Cari Morgan

Cinco Ranch High 
School
Tracy Wade

Katy High School
Amy Pritula

Mayde Creek High 
School
Betty Willis

Miller Career Center
Marlys Jaime

Morton Ranch High 
School
Cliff Scrogin

JUNIOR HIGH TEACHERS OF THE YEAR HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS OF THE YEAR

McDonald Junior High
Darin McConnell

McMeans Junior High
Jennifer Sarria

Memorial Parkway 
Junior High
Sarah Heston

Morton Ranch  
Junior High
Elizabeth Hull

West Memorial 
Junior High
Cara Darrow

Opportunity 
Awareness Center/
School of Choice
Kathleen Zaritski

Seven Lakes High 
School
Scotty Johnson

Taylor High School 
Harriette Reap

Special thanks to Marcie King for compiling this list of 
outstanding teachers

Know A Top Teacher?
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EDUCATION MRHS First Graduates
by JESSIE ROBERTS     Contributing Writer, MRHS Graduate, Class of 2007

Morton Ranch High School  
Sends its First Graduating 
Class Out Into the World
Students Reflect on the Time Spent Helping 
Shape Katy’s Fifth High School

Morton Ranch High School  
Sends its First Graduating 
Class Out Into the World

I
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In 2004, a new opportunity presented itself to students of both 
Mayde Creek and Katy High Schools. To some it was scary, and to 
others- a second chance at a first impression. These students dis-
covered that they would be among the first to graduate from Katy 
ISD’s fifth high school, Morton Ranch.

Students Speak Up
“I was pretty excited in junior high when they announced that they 
would be building the school. I hated the fact that three genera-
tions of my family had graduated from Katy High. I wanted a 
chance to pave my own way- not follow theirs,” says varsity cheer-
leader and wrestler Amanda Wilson.

Senior Reba Mammen, however, had different views about the 
transfer. “At first, I was really afraid because I had just gotten the 
hang of Katy,” she says. “I had finally found the great friends and 
rhythm I wanted, but I don’t regret coming here. It was a new expe-
rience that, thankfully, came together and ended well.”

Some students feel the move even aided them academically and 
opened more doors to them. “Everything at Mayde Creek was set 

to routine. With Morton, everything is new and fresh. The chances 
to be in clubs, join sports, or activities were greatly enhanced,” says 
Daniel Ruiz.

Senior Andrew Solomon agreed saying, “I’m grateful to be at 
Morton for the academics. I’ve had the most amazing teachers who 
truly seem to care, such as Ms. (Helen) Hunt, Ms. (Jane) Hoskins, 
Mr. (Kevin) Hall, and Ms. (Lauri) Crestani. These people went 
beyond the simple job of ‘teaching’ everyday.”

Paving the Way for Future Mavericks
One regret that most students seem to share is the downside of not 
having a long established school. “I wish we could have had a larger 
budget for things such as the MRHS literary magazine, Chrysalis, 
which I am an editor of,” Ruiz says. “Having a cover in color for it 
would have been very exciting. So maybe they’ll start a fund-raiser 
for it or something in the future.”

Having more funds for events such as Prom and Project Grad are 
also benefits that older schools have. Morton Ranch had to come 
up with more creative ways to raise money for these projects. “I do 

Photo by Jon-Wesley Schyma

MRHS Class Officers, Trey Williams, Caroline Murrell, Brittney Bussell 
(1st Salutatorian), Brandon Ortiz (1st Valedictorian) and Tiffy Bryant
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wish that we had had our freshman year to raise money for Project Graduation, just to make 
sure we got the full experience of graduating safe. We did a great job for the time we had, 
though,” Wilson says.

A Tight-Knit Senior Class
Senior Jon-Wesley Schyma, a member of the 
band Skepticynic, professes his gratefulness 
to MRHS for their fan-base and the support 
and encouragement that they need. “The 
opening of a new school came at a perfect 
time for my band to grow with it and the 
populous,” he said. “Morton has helped 
all amateur musicians with activities such 
as Fudfest, Mavriety, and Mavrickan Idol. 
They were also nice fundraisers for future 
band projects. I’m excited to have helped 
start these traditions of enriching MRHS’s 
future.”

But all students, no matter their back-
ground or expertise, seem to agree on one 
thing--that they were proud to be Mavericks 
and satisfied about where their pasts have 
brought them. From the green and white 
of the Creek and the white and red of Katy, 
Principal Joe Cammarata and the rest of the 
Morton Ranch administration have helped 
students create a home of purple and white.

Chelsea Cassel sums up the majority of 
the class of 2007’s feelings. “Being the first 
graduating class empowered us to set a posi-
tive example for the students that follow. We 
truly set the standard for all of the future 
Mavericks to come.”

Contributing writer, Jessie Roberts, is among the first 
alumni of Morton Ranch High School, Class of 2007.

First Prom Court of Morton Ranch High School (left to right, back row): Karen Nerio, Courney Hale, Audrey Camelo, Katie Baker, 
Tiffany Bryant and, (front row): Dowell Kendrick, Joel Frias, Russell La Fleur, Asayat Camarena, Devin Finn
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

On Her Way to West Point 
Alexandra Bradshaw recent graduate of Katy 
High School, member of the National Honor 
Society, Captain of the Girls Wrestling Team, 
3rd Place State Wrestler, member of Westland 
Baptist Church, daughter of Richard and The-
resa Bradshaw recently received the honor of 
the appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, 
West Point. 

KHS

FES
THS Franz 3rd Graders Year of Giving

During the school year 2006- 07 3rd Grade class at Franz Elementary col-
lected $4000 worth of canned goods, 300 coats for the children of Mosul, 
Iraq, school supplies, shoes, and goodie bags for the children in an el-
ementary school in Baghdad. They also collected 400+ bags of microwave 
popcorn and 100 movies to send to the soldiers of the 1st Cavalry Division 
deployed to Iraq and donated $1000 worth of toys to give to local children 
during the holiday season. 

Griffin Book Drive a Hit
Recently, the Star of Destiny Chapter and Griffin Elementary School partici-
pated in a book drive benefiting A. A. Milne Elementary.  The Kindergarten 
Classes at Griffin Elementary collected more than 900 books suitable for 
students in Kindergarten through 5th grade. These books were donated to 
the library at A. A. Milne Elementary. The books will be used to supple-
ment a summer reading program designed by Ms. Cole to foster the love of 
reading in her students.  

CA PM U SCA PM U S SNAPSHOTSSNAPSHOTS
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CRJHS

MRHSCheers to Cinco Ranch Junior High!
Congratulations to the 2007-2008 Cinco Ranch Junior High 8th Grade 
Cheerleading Squad. L-R, Sydney Machalec, Morgan Prejean, Darby Allen, 
Melanie Mozer, Katie Steger, Lindsey Vines, Hannah Rousseau, Tara Bren-
nan, Karina Jalomo, Meghan Robertson (mascot) and Shannon Creedon.

Belles Visit California
The Morton Ranch Maverick Belles took California by storm!  The Belles 
participated in the Disney Magic Music Days in Anaheim California over 
Spring Break.  They enjoyed the sun and fun of Los Angeles, Beverly Hills, 
Rodeo Drive, and Santa Monica Pier and Promenade.   
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JEE

SLHS

GE

CRHS

Cougar Color Guard Places 3rd
The Cinco Ranch High School Winter Guard recently competed in the 
Texas Color Guard Circuit state contest at Berry Stadium.  The guard 
placed 3rd in the Scholastic Open Class.

Beckendorff Gets Rave Reviews
Bravo to Beckendorff Junior High on their successful production of Rodgers 
& Hammerstein’s Oklahoma! The cast and crew put on three exceptional 
shows enjoyed by all. 

BDJH

THS

Taylor Winter Guard Competes at Worlds
The Taylor Winter Guard qualified as an elite finalist and finished 11th out 
of 117 teams from throughout the U.S. at the Winter Guard International 
World Championships in Dayton, Ohio. In 1999 and 2003, the Taylor Win-
ter Guard also qualified for the World Championship finals, finishing 10th 
and 3rd, respectively.   

Imaginative Exley Kids
Exley Elementary Destination Imagination won 1st place in the Gulf coast 
region tournament. Congratulations to Joey Gu, Gunalan Karun, Salomon 
Cantu, Gautam Pappu, Siddharth Seethepalli.

Seven Lakes Guard  
Congratulations to the Seven Lakes High School Winter Guard.  They 
received 1st place at the TCGC State Championships in Scholastic Regional 
A Division I contest.

Golbow 
Goes Fishin’
Golbow Elementary 
students recently 
participated in the 
Take Me Fishing 
Houston event spon-
sored by Texas Parks 
& Wildlife. Pictured 
is Camryn O’Conner, 
a kindergartner, who 
caught the smallest 
fish of the day. 
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PE Cinco’s 07/08 Bravo Show Choir
After a four part-audition process, Cinco Ranch High School named their 
Bravo Show Choir for the 2007/2008 school year. Congratulations to James 
Burris, Angela Bou Kheir, Nicholas Deyo, Erin Dahlstrom, David Gonzales, 
Victoria Haddix, Josh Kerlin, Alexandra Hunt, Amy Katsarelis, Rohit Mo-
harir, Andrew Petty, Megan Lloyd-Jones, Kevin Wilkinson, Lisa Milne, Sarah 
Pedersen, Caitlin Robertson, and Taylor Sass.

CRHS

Pattison Buzzes with Talent
Army Ants and Honey Bees all showed up to the picnic at Pattison Elemen-
tary’s 1st Grade Program BUGS.  Pictured are Kathy Le, Scott Fisher, Jason 
Kaculi, Nour Baba, AJ Eick, Vegar Bolstad, Rafaela Carandang, Lauren Choe, 
and Jenny Smith.

Continued on page 130



CINCO RANCH  
HIGH SCHOOL

Alice S. Xu 
Valedictorian
Alice Xu graduated with a 
grade point average of 4.7823. 
She plans to attend Califor-
nia Institute of Technology 
to pursue a major in physics 
and the dream of becoming a 
scientist. 

Kristie Chin  
Salutatorian
Kristie Chin graduated with 
a grade point average of 
4.7500. She will be attending 
Brown University to major in 
Civil Engineering and con-
centrate in Architecture.

KATY HIGH 
SCHOOL

Hashim Q. Zaidi 
Valedictorian
Hashim Zaidi ended his high 
school career with a grade 
point average of 4.7931. The 
son of Javed and Nighat 
Zaidi, Hashim will attend 
Rice University in the fall. 

Lindsey M. Jackson 
Salutatorian
Lindsey Jackson is the daugh-
ter of Guy and Joan Jackson. 
She will attend Texas A&M 
University next year and 
graduated with a 4.7818 
grade point average. 

MAYDE CREEK 
HIGH SCHOOL

Shirley Y. Yang 
Valedictorian
Shirley Yang earned a grade 
point average of  4.7037 at 
Mayde Creek High School 
The daughter of Chuck and 
Nancy Yang, Shirley will at-
tend the University of Texas 
at Austin. 

Houdah B. Abualtin 
Salutatorian
Houdah Abualtin ended her 
high school career with a cu-
mulative grade point average 
of 4.5803. Next year, she will 
join Mayde Creek’s valedic-
torian at the University of 
Texas at Austin. Houdah is 
the daughter of Saadeh and 
Shasta Abualtin.            

Top Scholars
Katy Magazine salutes these Class of 2007 
Valedictorians and Salutatorians. 

Don’t See Your School Listed?

Tell your school’s publicity person to 

send us items! We enjoy publishing 

school news bits. Email items and photos

to: editor@katymagazine.com
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CRHS

THS

Cheers to You! 
Congratulations to the newly selected Cinco Ranch High School 2007-2008 
Varsity Cheerleaders! 

From Blue to Black
Congratulations to Taylor students to Lauren Jaggers and Trey Aranza for 
recently earning their Blackbelts. The students are pictured with Frank 
Santarose, United Tae Kwon Do.

Continued from page 115



MORTON RANCH 
HIGH SCHOOL

Brandon L. Ortiz 
Valedictorian
Brandon Ortiz is also the 
first-ever valedictorian of 
Morton Ranch High School. 
The Maverick will emerge 
from his high school career 
with a 4.7273 grade point av-
erage. Brandon will head off 
to Austin in the fall to attend 
the University of Texas. His 
parents are Gilbert and Doris 
Ortiz.                    

TAYLOR HIGH 
SCHOOL

Aditya Jogi  
Yerrapragada 
Valedictorian
Aditya Yerrapragada earned 
a 4.8051 grade point average 
and is the son of Srini and 
Shaila Yerrapragada. He 
plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. 

Kaiyuan Wang 
Salutatorian
Taylor Salutatorian Kaiyuan 
Wang completed his high school 
career with a 4.7937 cumulative 
grade point average. The son of 
Xiaogi Wang and Chenxia Xie, 
he will attend Yale University in 
the fall. 

Brittney R. Bussell 
Salutatorian
Brittney Bussell, daughter of 
Jeffery and Rhoni Bussell, gradu-
ated with a grade point average of 
4.7115. She is heading off to Col-
lege Station to attend Texas A&M 
University next fall.

A Look Back at the School Year
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Golbow Students Recycling Project
Students at Golbow Elementary recently celebrated Earth Day by partici-
pating in an aluminum can recycling drive. Pictured are students from Ms. 
Lopez’s second grade class, with Principal Felicia Sheedy (principal) and 
Katy Recycling owner Rosanne Lopez (center) and teacher Bethany Lopez 
(far right).

Taylor Choir Scholarship Recipients
Taylor High School senior choir members Cullan Lucas, Kelley Pyle, Lizzie 
Lang, and Jaime Rodriguez (l-r) were each awarded 2007 Choir Booster 
Scholarships.  Lizzie Lang also received the Gail Land Leadership Award, 
and Jaime Rodriguez was also awarded the Ara Lynn Bauman Memorial 
Scholarship and the Outstanding Choral Member Award.


